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MATTERS OF PUBLIC INTEREST 

Leadership  

Ms BOLTON (Noosa—Ind) (2.58 pm): Pope Francis made positive change in so many realms 
through equity, compassion and collaboration without creating division. It is a wonderful example of 
leadership and what we should all aspire to. It is six months since the state election, a federal election 
is looming and more than ever Queenslanders are frustrated by what appears to be an inability of 
governments at any level to manage their responsibilities in a respectful and factual manner. Having 
fought for better behaviours in politics, which I raised in my maiden speech in this chamber in 2018, to 
say I have been deeply disappointed by the toxicity between the two sides since October is an 
understatement.  

Everyone says they want to see better behaviours in our youth and communities and an end to 
bullying in our schools and yet we cannot lead by example and debate in a civil and respectful manner. 
This does not pass the pub test and neither does the fact that our resource-rich country is nowhere to 
be seen in the top 10 indices of sustainability or that our power, fuel and housing prices are unaffordable. 
Hardworking Queenslanders and our retirees want to know why. They are not interested in the 
bickering, whitewashing, blame and cherrypicking of data, nor in bandaid slogans. They want 
evidence-based solutions, transparency, facts and simple answers to simple questions.  

As an independent MP, that is what I am requesting in answer to the many questions they raise 
on the street, including the following: where is the independent inquiry into Queensland’s COVID 
response in order to prepare for the next pandemic and to fix the fallouts we continue to see, including 
mental health; why is the hoodwinking on those postal vote applications allowed to continue; how can 
governments talk of transparency when data provided is selective to suit a narrative, not in efforts to 
remedy the reality; where is the review into our flawed committee system; why are those who derive 
the greatest wealth from resources owned by all Australians pay so little in comparison to the taxes paid 
by low- to middle-income workers? Another one is: why do we acknowledge in this chamber our First 
Nations people and previous MPs yet not those who lost their lives for the freedoms we enjoy?  

When can we have a decent, factual debate on realities, including the failings in our systems and 
economy, so we can move beyond the bandaiding to get to the resolving? Just one example is housing 
and its contributors to our crisis. As honourable members know—and I have spoken about it in this 
chamber before—we have homes being used commercially in residential areas, yet for years we have 
heard that injurious affection laws prevent these homes being returned to the long-term residential rental 
pool. Why do we say that a threshold of under $800,000 is acceptable as a gauge of affordability when 
our banks will only loan a maximum of $450,000 to the working couples who come to my office? How 
about getting rid of stamp duty on all homes for first home buyers, not just new builds? In all of this 
housing chaos, where were the analysts who are paid vast sums by governments to forecast the 
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ramifications of decisions made? They obviously have gotten some things very wrong, or again has this 
been a case of governments ignoring independent, evidence-based expert advice for their own 
interests? These are just some examples of the many questions asked.  

It is time for leaders to answer Queenslanders with integrity and transparency without getting 
personal, blaming others or looking for sensational media grabs. It is time for our state and country to 
have leaders who will collaborate and move beyond the combativeness of our immature parliaments to 
deliver a roof over everyone’s head, water security, affordable, nutritious food, flexible education and 
medical care. That is in order to pass the pub test, as Pope Francis did. May he rest in peace knowing 
the legacy he left moved beyond religion to one of a template for all politicians.  

The last federal election saw over 30 per cent of votes going away from the two major parties. 
What will be interesting is whether Australians are going to use their vote to send a very clear message 
that more of the same is no longer going to work and that they want candidates and parties that are 
able to pass the pub test, or the ‘Pope Francis’ test.  
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