Parliament, Behaviour

Sandy Bolton — MP for Noosa

As we watch our parliament continue to disintegrate amongst the increasing abuse of
powers and standing orders and decreasing transparency and scrutiny, we have another
issue: a lack of responses. To the ministers and their departments that do provide
answers openly and without running everyone in circles: | express deep gratitude on
behalf of all Queenslanders. There are those who respond but avoid the question. This
leads to more correspondence and adds to everyone’s inbox overload, which makes no
sense. Then there are the ones who do not respond. This is offensive to Queenslanders.
Itis rude. We are all paid by their taxes and they deserve answers.

After years of asking, just a ‘yes’ or ‘never’ is all that is needed to the following
questions. When will the hoodwinking stop on those misleading postal vote
applications and deceptive how-to-vote cards? When will all major donations be
banned to end the real and perceived influence? When will information, data and expert
advice be made transparent? When will those taxes—whether payroll, land or transfer
duties for seniors—be remodelled for Queenslanders and businesses who are least
able to afford them? When will a truly independent crime statistic agency be
implemented? When will governments urgently prioritise our homeless? We need van
parks, tiny parks—anything except cars and tents. When will advertising of gambling on
state infrastructure end? Why will government not include the impacts external to
environmental authority permits as other states do? Why do governments waste
millions, possibly billions, of dollars by disregarding the findings and recommendations
of inquiries? What is being done with those 300 to 400—however many—serious repeat
youth offenders who commit the majority of crimes before they commit their next
crime? Finally, will Queenslanders get a say on how the failings of this parliament can
be addressed?

Let’s be real: internal reviews of our parliament by the CLA or others instead of an
independent body do not pass the pub test, neither does government assessing
whether this chamber is serving Queenslander as it should. Why? It is because
governments continue to demonstrate they are serving themselves. | have a question:
why would any government not agree to greater integrity, scrutiny, transparency and
accountability in our parliament? Why would they not agree to allow Queenslanders to
have a say in this? | have five words: scrutiny, transparency, accountability,
representation and integrity. They are not slogans; they are just five of the most
important aspects of Queensland’s parliament that are missing in action. Actually,
there is a sixth: democracy, which is diminishing every sitting week, as we saw again
this week. Every Queenslander should be more than concerned; they should be
outraged by what is occurring



