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ADJOURNMENT

Kindness

X« Ms BOLTON (Noosa—Ind) (11.44 pm): At a recent Scone Time, which is a beautiful gathering of
our elders over fresh hot scones loaded with homemade jam and cream, Cooroy State School students
gifted handmade dragonfly pendants—such as | am wearing and it is gorgeous—to hundreds who were
in attendance. Attached was a message: like a dragonfly, may you dance through life with lightness and
joy. It was a simple gesture of kindness, which is much needed in our world.

Science tells us that kindness lowers stress, improves mental and physical wellbeing and fosters
a sense of belonging in both the giver and the receiver. Thankfully, with the help of those youngsters
and the Noosa District State High School students who served the scones, kindness is growing through
Scone Time and initiatives such as kindness clubs and other movements across the world. The gift of
the dragonfly to every elder was received with a huge smile. They felt acknowledged, valued and loved.
Watching that reminded me that leadership is not about grand speeches or bold gestures. It is about
being positive change makers.

As members of parliament, we are elected to represent communities, often with different priorities
and philosophies. Robust debate is essential. However, this should never come at the expense of
behaviour. During this 58th parliament, up to 13 July this year members have been ordered to withdraw
on 54 occasions for disorderly conduct. Every time debate descends into personal attacks, hostility and
abuse, public confidence, respect and trust in us is diminished. Queenslanders expect us to lead by
example and to conduct ourselves and treat others with dignity, professionalism and positive
behaviours. In June this year, Mr Speaker reinforced what | have raised previously, warning that
personal vitriol was overtaking common decency and describing parliamentary conduct as becoming a
race to the bottom. His challenge was simple: we can and we must do better.

That is where those who are affecting change through kindness have something to teach us. As
members of parliament, our words carry weight far beyond these walls. The tone we set echoes across
our state and nation. When we lead with cynicism, anger and misinformation, we fuel division and
hatred. When we lead with calm assurance and reassurances, mutual respect and, yes, kindness, we
inspire our communities to do the same. Sadly, we cannot legislate kindness nor probably include it in
the standing orders. Our responsibility is not to win at all costs, whether debates or elections; it is to
example what we wish to see in our communities.

My gratitude goes to Archer, Anna and Maddie from Cooroy State School for the beautiful
dragonfly. Your gift is more than a pendant. It is a reminder that leadership is measured not by how
loudly we speak or the headlines we grab but by what we achieve that is good and decent for our
communities.
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